Where can I find out more?
The OLAT is developed and used by the University of
Oxford’s Faculty of Oriental Studies, and administered
by the Admissions Testing Service.
University of Oxford – Admissions Information Centre
+44 (0)1865 288000
study@ox.ac.uk
www.ox.ac.uk/tests

The Admissions Testing Service is part of Cambridge
English Language Assessment, a not-for-profit
department of the University of Cambridge. We
offer a range of tests and tailored assessment
services to support selection and recruitment for
educational institutions, professional organisations
and governments around the world. Underpinned by
robust and rigorous research, our services include:
•

assessments in thinking skills

Admissions Testing Service

•

admissions tests for medicine and healthcare

Admissions tests support:
www.admissionstestingservice.org/help

•	behavioural styles assessment
•

subject-specific admissions tests.

About the OLAT:
www.admissionstestingservice.org/olat

Admissions Testing Service
Cambridge English
Language Assessment
1 Hills Road
Cambridge
CB1 2EU
United Kingdom
All details are correct at the time of going to print in January 2016.
Any updates or changes can be found on the OLAT website.
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Register by 15 October 2016

The Oriental Languages Aptitude Test
(OLAT)
You need to take the OLAT if you are applying
to study a Middle Eastern language – Arabic,
Hebrew, Persian or Turkish – as part of one of these
undergraduate courses at the University of Oxford:
•

Oriental Studies

•

European and Middle Eastern Languages

•

Oriental Studies with Classics (T9Q8)

•

Theology and Oriental Studies (VT69).

The test is only one part of the overall application
process.
If you are applying for a joint course, you may need
to take a separate test in your other subject. You can
confirm this at: www.ox.ac.uk/tests

What’s in the test?
The OLAT is a 30-minute test of your ability to learn
a new language quickly. It assesses your ability to
analyse how languages work, in a way which doesn’t
depend on your knowledge of any particular language.

When do I register for the OLAT?
Your centre needs to register you by 15 October 2016,
separately from your UCAS application.
As late registrations are not accepted, you need to
ask your centre to register you for the OLAT
well before the registration deadline.

When do I take the OLAT?

What if I need access arrangements?

You take the test on 2 November 2016.

You need to inform your test centre of any special
requirements (e.g. diagnosed visual or learning
difficulties) by 30 September 2016.

Where do I take the test?
You can take the test at any centre that administers
the OLAT.
If you are currently attending a school or college: ask
your exams officer if the school can administer the
OLAT for you. If your school or college is not already
registered as a centre, they can apply to become a
test centre at:
www.admissionstestingservice.org/become-a-centre
Once they are a test centre, they will then need to
register you as a test candidate separately.
If you are not attending a school or college: you will
need to find an authorised test centre where you can
sit the test. Authorised test centres can administer the
OLAT for all test-takers. Find your nearest test centre at:
www.admissionstestingservice.org/find-a-centre

How much does the test cost?
You don’t need to pay a test registration fee. However,
if using an Admissions Testing Service authorised centre,
you may need to pay your test centre an administrative
fee, so it’s always best to check with your school/
college first if they can administer the test.

Your test centre will ask for full details and advise
you on the arrangements which are available such as
Braille or large-print papers, extra working time, or
the use of a laptop or other physical aids.

How do I prepare for the OLAT?
Doing a practice paper in timed conditions is an
excellent way to prepare and gets you used to
the test format and question style. You can find a
specimen paper at: www.ox.ac.uk/tests

How do I get my results?
The test is marked by the University of Oxford. You
are not automatically sent your results, but you may
? your score as part of the usual University of
request
Oxford feedback process.

Key dates for the OLAT 2016
Registration opens:
1 September
Requests for access arrangements:
By 30 September
Registration deadline:
15 October by 18.00 BST
This is the same date as the UCAS application deadline
Test date:
2 November

