Information for educational
institutions and policy makers

About the Admissions Testing Service
The Admissions Testing Service offers a range of tests and tailored assessment services to support selection and
recruitment for educational institutions, professional organisations and governments around the world.
Underpinned by robust and rigorous research, our services include:
̐ assessments in thinking skills
̐ admissions tests for medicine and healthcare
̐ behavioural styles assessment
̐ subject-speciﬁc admissions tests.

Why use our admissions tests?
Helping you select applicants who will
succeed on the course
The results from our admissions tests have been shown
by our published research to correlate positively with
on-course success, meaning you can select those with
the greatest potential to succeed.

Making comparisons easy
Are you selecting from a large pool of international
applicants, with a wide range of qualiﬁcations? An
admissions test is the only piece of information you have
on all applicants, providing a common benchmark.

Measuring potential
Our admissions tests provide all applicants with an
opportunity to show their potential. This is particularly
important for those who might not have achieved highly,
due to external factors.
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Testing skills essential to higher education
Thinking skills such as problem solving and critical thinking
are essential to university study. These skills are not shown
discretely by academic qualiﬁcations.
Our subject-speciﬁc admissions tests reveal how applicants
apply the knowledge they have learned to unfamiliar contexts,
providing evidence of in-depth subject understanding.
Writing tasks in our tests show how the applicant can
express themselves concisely and ﬂuently – essential for
university study.

Why work with the Admissions Testing Service?
Sharing your educational vision
The Admissions Testing Service is a part of Cambridge
English Language Assessment, a not-for-proﬁt department
of the University of Cambridge.
We have been working with world-leading universities in
the UK and internationally for over 10 years.

Experts in test development
Rigorous test development processes mean that our tests
conform to the highest quality standards. This ensures
fairness for all applicants, whatever their background,
gender, nationality or culture.

Tests backed by research
A dedicated team carries out routine operational analysis
and ongoing validation research, to ensure our tests provide
a valid indicator of an applicant’s potential to succeed. The
outcomes from this research feed into a continuous cycle
of improvement.

Managing the admissions testing process
We work with you to manage the whole process of
admissions testing, reducing the administrative burden for
your staff.

Collaborative working

Tailored services

We work closely with you to ensure an assessment meets
your speciﬁc requirements; for example, through trials
and pilots, or bespoke research projects focusing on your
applicants and students.

We understand that every institution is different and
no one solution ﬁts all. We work with you to adapt to
local requirements; for example, we produce tests in
other languages.

Global centre network
Students can take our admissions tests across the world, in
nearly 3,000 test centres in over 100 countries. This means
all of your applicants can take the test.

Philosophy, Politics and Economics (PPE) piloted the Thinking Skills Assessment (TSA) in 2007
and have used it for the short-listing process since 2008. College admissions tutors have found
that the test provides invaluable information, helping us to assess applicants from diverse
educational backgrounds fairly. The Admissions Testing Service has constantly provided efﬁcient
administration and reliable support. We particularly value their commitment to ongoing research
and development in relation to the test.
Dr Alison Hills
Philosophy, Politics and Economics (PPE) Admissions Co-ordinator, University of Oxford
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Who uses our tests?
The Admissions Testing Service works with a number of universities globally. These include:

Read what institutions have to say about working with us:
The BMAT has proved to be a very useful,
defensible and now indispensable tool in
the selection of medical students from
a large pool of extremely well-qualiﬁed
applicants to UCL.
Dr Brenda Cross
Admissions Tutor, UCL Medical School

We wish to assess more than just scientiﬁc
knowledge, and therefore are particularly
interested in determining how well
candidates can utilise that knowledge to
answer questions that require a certain
degree of analysis and lateral thinking.
We are also interested to see how well
candidates can provide a written concise,
logical argument to support their views
on a particular subject. These are all
features of BMAT which have allowed us to
determine how well candidates would fare
on our course, and provide some predictive
value when attempting to select the most
appropriate medical students and future
doctors for Singapore.
Professor John Laycock
Assistant Dean Admissions, Lee Kong Chian
School of Medicine, Singapore

The International Medical Admissions Test
(IMAT) has been used as the admissions
test to the Medicine and Surgery course in
English for three years now. It has been a
key improvement in the admission process.
The number of applicants has signiﬁcantly
increased and the course has attracted
more foreign students. This is probably due
to the fact that, since IMAT has been used,
students can sit the test in several locations
in Italy, Europe and worldwide.
Professor Roberto Bottinelli
Department of Molecular Medicine, University of Pavia, Italy

We have chosen to work with the
Admissions Testing Service because it has
demonstrated that BMAT can deliver robust
validity data with regard to predicting
who will make good doctors in the future.
BMAT is proven, ethically aligned and
most importantly it is fair; it gives our
applicants the best possible opportunity to
demonstrate their knowledge, excellence
and potential, whatever their social
backgrounds or educational chronology.
We are conﬁdent that BMAT will help us to
get the right undergraduates from amongst
the brightest candidates.
Dr Gail Nicholls
Director of Admissions, University of Leeds School of Medicine

Read more testimonials on our website: www.admissionstestingservice.org/casestudies
4

Information for educational institutions and policy makers

Case studies
Read the full case studies: www.admissionstestingservice.org/casestudies

IMAT
The International Medical Admissions Test (IMAT)
is the result of a close collaboration between the
Italian Ministry of Higher Education and Research
(MIUR), the Admissions Testing Service and major
Italian universities. The universities, with MIUR, offer
undergraduate courses that are taught in English and
open to applicants within and outside of Italy. As
part of this initiative, there are a number of places for
both home and overseas students who wish to study
medicine and surgery.

Partnership with the
University of Oxford
The Admissions Testing Service has been working
closely with the University of Oxford on a number of
its pre-interview admissions tests.
The partnership began in 2003, when the University
of Oxford adopted the BioMedical Admissions Test
(BMAT) for entry to undergraduate Medicine and
Biomedical Sciences degrees. BMAT was also adopted
by other UK medical schools.

MIUR approached the Admissions Testing Service in
April 2011 to develop and deliver an English language
admissions test, called the IMAT, for courses taught
through the medium of English.

The Admissions Testing Service developed the English
Literature Admissions Test (ELAT) on behalf of the
University of Oxford, with a successful pilot in 2006
leading to the introduction of the test the following year.

The ﬁrst live test was delivered in September 2011.
In 2011, the Universities of Rome ‘La Sapienza’, Milan
and Pavia used IMAT for entry to Medicine and Surgery
courses. The number of Italian universities using IMAT
doubled in 2012, with Bari, Rome ‘Tor Vergata’ and the
Second University of Naples joining the group. More
universities are expected to follow suit.

The University of Oxford’s Philosophy, Politics and
Economics (PPE) course piloted the Admissions Testing
Service’s Thinking Skills Assessment (TSA) in 2007,
and has been using the test results as part of the
shortlisting process since 2008. An additional Writing
Task component was added at the University’s request.
Six more courses at Oxford have since made the TSA
an integral part of the admissions process, including
Geography, and Economics and Management.

The Admissions Testing Service has extensive
experience in designing and delivering admissions tests
for medicine: the BioMedical Admissions Test (BMAT),
used by medical schools in the UK and overseas, has
been in operation since 2003. This experience enabled
the Admissions Testing Service to meet the speciﬁc
requirements of Italian universities.

In 2011 and 2012, the University of Oxford and
the Admissions Testing Service continued to work
collaboratively on further admissions tests, such as
the History Aptitude Test and Physics Aptitude Test.
Test development, marking and test research remained
with the individual subject departments, while the
Admissions Testing Service took on responsibility
for test paper production and distribution, applicant
registration and the joint marketing of the tests.
Oxford was also able to use the Admissions Testing
Service’s network of test centres worldwide.
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What’s in the tests?
Test type

Test

Purpose of test
Selection of students for Medical,
Veterinary Medicine and Biomedical
courses at higher education level.

Medicine and
healthcare:

Selection of students for Englishtaught undergraduate Medicine and
Surgery courses at Italian universities.

Tests skills in problem-solving and
critical thinking, which are essential
to university study. Can be used for
selection of students for a wide range
of degree courses, from Politics,
Engineering and Economics, to
Psychology and Computer Science.

Thinking skills
assessment:

Behavioural styles
assessment:

CPSQ
Cambridge
Personal Styles Questionnaire

Subject-speciﬁc
tests:
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An online behavioural styles
assessment, designed speciﬁcally
to focus on the personal qualities
needed for success in both
higher education and entry-level
employment.

We also produce other subject-speciﬁc tests, such as: the Sixth Term
Examination Paper (STEP) Mathematics and the English Literature
Admissions Test (ELAT).

Information for educational institutions and policy makers

Test format

Test duration

Test content
THREE SECTIONS

120
Pen and paper

2 hours

1. Aptitude and Skills (critical thinking, problemsolving, data analysis and inference abilities).
2. Scientiﬁc Knowledge and Applications.
3. Writing Task.
FOUR SECTIONS

90
Pen and paper

90 minutes

̐ Section 1: General Knowledge and
Logical Reasoning.
̐ Sections 2, 3 and 4: Scientiﬁc Knowledge
covering Biology, Chemistry, Physics and
Mathematics.
TWO SECTIONS

90+
Pen and paper

90 minutes
– 2 hours

̐ Core section:
Section 1: Problem Solving and Critical
Thinking (90 minutes).
̐ Optional section:
Section 2: Writing Task (30 minutes).

Short questions with rating options.

20+
Untimed
Online

Typically takes 20–40 minutes
to complete.

Find past papers and sample papers:
www.admissionstestingservice.org/resources
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Interested in finding out more?
Contact our Stakeholder Relations team to discuss
your admissions testing requirements:
Stakeholder Relations
Admissions Testing Service
Cambridge English
Language Assessment
1 Hills Road
Cambridge
CB1 2EU
Tel: +44 (0)1223 552593
Email: atsinfo@cambridgeenglish.org
Visit our website:

www.admissionstestingservice.org
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